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PR EF ACE 

One thing that cit izens need jf they are to take pa rt in plann ing for the ir neighborhoods is 

up-ta-date information about their neighborhoods. This booklet is an attempt by the Pittsburgh 

Department of City Planning to present information, primari ly from the United States Census 

of Population and Housing, for use by citizens and communit y groups. Unfortunately, census 

material is not perfect; it may not have all the information that you need and it may not be in 

the most usef ul form for your purposes. It is, however, the best t hat is avai lable. 

Where possible, comparisons have been made between 1960 and '970 characteristics, and 

between neighborhood and city-wide values, in order to better understand present neighborhood 

conditions. 

The mater ia l has been divided into four sections, Population, Housing, Socio-Economic 

characteri stics and Community Facilities. Although most of the information comes from the 

1970 Census of Population and Housing, the statist ics on building permits (new, and alterations) 

come from the city's Bureau of Building Inspection; the cri me data was compi led by t he Bureau 

of Police; and the we lfare data was provided by the Allegheny County Board of Public Assistance. 

The summary tapes from wh ich much of the census information was extracted were provided by 

the Southwestern Pennsylvania Regional Plann ing Commission. 



ESP LEN 

Esplen is a community of some 900 persons adjacent to McKees Rocks. 

The ethnically mixed population declined about 20 percent between 1960 

and 1970, and the number of housing units dropped about 10 percent as 

some deteriorated structures were demolished. Most of the buildings in the 

neighborhood were constructed between 1880 and 1900. Several stores and 

businesses remain, however, especially on West Carson Street, and the com

munity continues to be served by a few churches, includ ing St. Vincent de 

Paul Catholic Church, the largest institution in the neighborhood. Esplen is 

accessible to McKees Rocks Plaza Shopping center and to Sheraden. The 

proposed Chartiers Valley Expressway was to have ended at Stanhope Street. 

on the edge of Espten; but construct ion of that highway now appears to be 

at least 10 years in the future. Espten is comprised of Census Tract 2001. 
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OCCUPANCY STATUS 

In 1960, total housing units numbered 386 ; in 1970, 332 • representing 

a 139% change. A total of 518% were owner-occupied in 1970, compared 

to 47.2% citywide. In 1960, 20 units were vacant, as compared to 13 

vacancies in 1970. This represents 8 39% vacancy rate for 1970 as com

pared to tile city's 6.2%. Overcrowded units comprised 11 7% of the 1960, 

and 14.0% of the 1970 neighborhood housing stock. 

MOBILITY 

For the neighborhood, 236 people over five years of age have changed 

their place of residence between 1965 and 1970. This represents 26% of its 

population. For the city, 159,774 changed their place of residency during 

those years, which is 33% of the total population. 

OCCUPANCY STATUS 1960 -1970 
PERCEH1' 

li.O 1.70 CHA NGE 

TOTAL HOUSING UNITS 386 332 - 13 . 9 

TOTAL OCCUPIEO UN ITS 366 319 - 12 . 8 

OWNER OCCUPIED 182 172 - 5 , 4 

PI!:RCI!NT OWNER OCCUPIED 47 . 1 51.8 

RENTER OCCUPIEO 184 147 - 20 . 1 

PI!:"CENT RENTER OCCUPIEO 47.6 44 . 2 

VACANT UNITS 20 13 - 35 . 0 

PERCENT VACANT 5. 1 3.9 

MI!:OIAN IIIIA"KET VALUE $ 5,550 $ 7,545 + 35 . 9 

MEOIAN G"055 RENT $ 59 $ 78· + 32 . 2 

PERCENT OVERCROWOEO UNITS 11.7 14. 0 

SOURCE: u.s. CENSUS li.O -li70 



BUILDING ACTIVITY, 1972 

In 1972. there were 10 building permit applications in t his neighborhood. 

at an estimated construction cost of $26 366 . For the entire city. 4,002 

permits were issued, accounting for construction in excesi of $53 million. 

Also in 1972, there were 000 new housing units comtructed per 1,000 ex

isting units, and 30 12 alterations per 1,000 units in the neighborhood. City

wide 3.6 new housing units and 16.2 alterations were undertaken per every 

1,000 existing units. 

BUILDING PERMITS ISSUED IN 1972 

NUMBER OF ESTIMATED 
PERMITS COST 

NEW HOUSING UNI TS 

OTHER NEW STRUCTURES 

EXTENSIONS a. ADDITIONS 

ALTERATIONS 10 $ 26,365 

TOTAL 10 $ 26, 365 

SOURCE: BUREAU OF BUILDING INSPECTION 
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OCCUPATION: MAJOR OCCUPATION CLASSIFICATIONS 

OF PERSONS 14 YEARS AND OVER, 1970 

The largest percentage of people in this neighborhood work In c 'aftsmen 1==0" 

mpn positions. Thl, group constitutes 33% of the emploved population. 

The largest percentage of people In the city work In sales & ctef lcal posi· 

tlons, which represents 28%of the total population. 

MAJOR OCC UPATION CLASSIFICATIONS 
OF PERSONS 14 YEA RS AND OVER, 1970 
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PERSONS RECEIVING 
PUBLIC ASSISTANCE IN 1972 

NUMBER OF PERCENT OF TOTA L 
ASS ISTANCE TYPE RECIPIENTS POPULATION 

OLD AGE 6 . 60 

BL IN O 2 .20 

AID TO 
DEPENDEN T 136 13 . 65 
CHIL.DREN 

GENERAL 24 2 . 40 

AID TO DISABLED 3 . 30 

TOTAL 171 17 . 15 

SOURCE : OEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE 
ALLEGHENY COUNTY 
BOARD OF ASS ISTANCE 
MARCH 2. 1973 



PUBLIC ASSISTANCE CASES, 1972 

Of the neighborhood's total population. 17% received public assistance in 

1972. Citywide, 14% of the popYlation received some kind of auistance in 

the same year. 

ARRESTS FOR MAJOR CRIMES, 1972 

The crime rate listed here represents the number of arrests that were made 

for major crimes in 1912 as a ratio of the total population of the area. Major 

crimes are defined as murder, rape, robbery, assault, burglary, and larceny. 

In 1972. the crime rate for this neighborhood was 431 ; for Pittsburgh, the 

rate was 4.71. 

ARRESTS FOR MAJOR CRIMES 
IN 1972 

CRIME 

MURDER 

RAPE 

ROBBERY 

ASSAULT 

BURGLARY 

LARCENY 

TOTAL 

SOURCE 

NUMBER OF 
ARRESTS CRIME RATE 

0 .00 

0 . 00 

1 . 10 

12 1.20 

12 1.20 

18 1.81 

43 4 . 31 

ANNUAL REPORT OF PolAJOR CR IME S 
CITY OF PITTSBURGH 

POLICE DEPARTMENT, 1972 
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COMMUNITY FACILITIES 

Community facilities which serve Esplen 

located within the confine. of Esplen 

are not limited to tho~ 

. Although there are mlny 

community facilities in the general vicinity. thl.!!st Is limited to police and 

fire stations, public libraries, public schools, CIty of Pittsburgh recreational 

facilities (indoor and outdoor), major hospitall, and major colleges and uni· 

versities. 

Community facilities for this neighborhood include: 

Police District No.8 
Fire Stat ion No. 40 

Recreation 

EspJen Tot Lot 

School s 

Sheraden Elementary 

Greenway Middle School 

Langley High School 
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